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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 3607 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN 

SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA 
REF: STATE 160480 

1. IN THE COURSE OF CALL ON DIRECTOR FOR FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
ROOKMAAKER TO CONVEY U.S. VIEWS ON U.S. SECURITY SITUATION 
(SEE STATE 165965 NOTAL), POLCOUNS TOOK OCCASION TO EXPRESS USG 
APPRECIATION FOR LINE TAKEN BY DUTCH IN RESPONSE TO APPROACH 
BY NORTH KOREA SEEKING RECOGNITION. 

2. ROOKMAAKER ELABORATED THAT IN GENERAL DUTCH PURSUED 
LIBERAL VISA POLICY, ALLOWING FREE ENTRY INTO NETHERLANDS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BY PERSONS OF ALL NATIONALITIES AS LONG AS VISITS DID NOT HAVE 
POLITICAL COLORATION. GON WAS, HOWEVER, METICULOUSLY 
AVOIDING ANY OFFICIAL CONTACT WITH NORTH KOREANS IN THE 
NETHERLANDS AND TO THIS END WAS NOT ISSUING VISAS TO ANY 
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OFFICIAL VISITORS. GON, MOREOVER, HAD SHOWN NO INTEREST IN 
KOREAN SUGGESTIONS FOR VISITS BY DUTCH OFFICIALS. THERE WERE, 
HOWEVER, CERTAIN DUTCH COMMERCIAL CONTACTS WHICH WERE LIKELY 
TO BE PURSUED WITH NORTH KOREANS MAINLY IN CONNECTIONWITH 
SUBSTNATIAL DEBTS TO DUTCH FIRMS. THESE CONTACTS WERE AT A 
PURELY COMMERCIAL AND UNOFFICIAL LEVEL AND, ACCORDING TO 
ROOKMAAKER, DID NOT AND WOULD NOT INVOLVE ANY DUTCH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

TANGUY 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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